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C arolyn Ward, beloved mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, companion and

friend peacefully departed this life with family at her side the evening of
Saturday, January 11, 2020, at Mercy Hospital in Springfield, Missouri. She was

eighty-six years, four months and eighteen days wise.

One of three children, she was born Carolyn Jean Marler on August 24, 1933, in
Diggins, Missouri, to George W. and Doris E. (Martin) Marler. She was raised in

Seymour and a graduate of the Seymour High School Class of 1951. After graduation,
she traveled to Wichita, Kansas, where she met Ovis Ward, a serviceman in the

United States Air Force. They were married and to this union two sons, Ricky and

David, were born.
In 1965, Carolyn moved back to Seymour to be with her family, and then to Ozark,

Missouri, in 1970, where she lived the remainder of her years. For many years
Carolyn was employed at the Zenith tv facility, then eventually retiring from the

Walmart in south Springfield. During the early 1980's she met Calvin Hlavaty who

would become her life-long partner. Together they shared many happy years until
his passing in 2009.

Carolyn enjoyed gardening, traveling, and bird watching. She loved flowers,
especially roses. She was a great cook and seamstress, as her mother had taught her

to sew in earlier years.
In addition to her parents, Carolyn was preceded in death by her son, Ricky Ward;

sister, Kathleen Childress; brother, Billy Marler; and her loving companion, Calvin

Hlavaty.
She is survived by her son, David Ward and wife, Kelly, of Sparta, Missouri; four

grandchildren, Matthew Bardwell of Sparta, Dalston Ward who currently resides
overseas, Katlyn Ward of Parker Colorado, and Michael Ward of Springfield; the

father of her children, Ovis Ward of Phoenix City, Alabama, also survives.

Obituary Carolyn J. (Marler) Ward (Seymour)
AUG  24, 1933 - JAN  11, 2020

Carolyn J. (Marler) Ward (Seymour)
AUG  24, 1933 - JAN  11, 2020

PAGE 3 OF 6



Visitation

Holman-Howe Funeral Home Seymour

214 West. Clinton Ave, Seymour MO 65746

Service

Holman-Howe Funeral Home Seymour

214 West. Clinton Ave, Seymour MO 65746

Cemetery Details

Seymour Masonic Cemetery

800 W Steel St, Seymour MO 65746
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Thursday, January 16, 2020

1:30 PM - 2:00 PM CT
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.1492934,-92.76974369999999
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.1492934,-92.76974369999999
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.1556363,-92.7801854
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WM Wade Martin posted:

Carolyn Jean Marler is my first cousin. I was never around her very much since she was older than

me and I lived in northeast Missouri. But, I do recall spending the night in her parents home in Diggins

and playing with her and her sister Kathleen. In subsequent years our paths never crossed again until

Uncle Carl Martin's funeral in Seymour 1989. We had a very nice visit together and I've always

appreciated that opportunity. May she rest in peace. Wade Martin (son of Hugh Martin), Morton, IL

January 16 at 2:51 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Carolyn J. by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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